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always touched every form of activity with the religious spirit. You
all know or ought to know what the Rowlatt legislation is* I there-
fore do not propose to occupy your time by going into the history
of that legislation. It is common cause throughout the length and
breadth of India that that legislation, if it remains on the Statute-
book will disgrace the whole nation. We have asked our rulers
not to continue that legislation. But they have absolutely dis*
regarded the petition. They have therefore inflicted a double
wrong on the whole nation. We have scon that all our meetings,
all our resolutions and all the speeches of our councillors in the
Imperial Legislative Council have proved to be of practically no
avail. In these circumstances* what should we do? As I have
already said, we must somehow or other get this legislation re-
moved* There are two ways and only two ways open to us. One
is the modern or the Western method of violence upon the wrong-
doers. I hold that India will reject that proposition. The vast
masses of India have never been taught by our religious preceptors
to resort to violence. The other method Is the method known to
us of old. And that is of not giving obedience to the wrongful
things of the rulers but to sutler the consequences. The way of so
suffering is satyagraha* It is the way of Prahlad, And it is, I
respectfully venture to suggest to you, the only way open to us*
In it there is no defeat; for, we continue the battle till we die or
till we obtain victory. But today we are moved by the spirit of
scepticism* And many of us may reject the story of Prahlad as a
fable.
I, therefore, propose to give you as briefly as I can the story
of modern historical satyagrahis* I have only singled out the
names of those who have died, Three of them were Tamilians and
one a Mahomedan from the Bombay Presidency* One of the
Tamilians was a beautiful girl called Valliamma, eighteen years
old, She was born in South Africa, as were the other two lads whose
names I shall presently mention to you* She was sent to jail, she
caught typhoid fever and she declined to be released. It was
through the typhoid fever that she died while she was in jaiU The
other two were aged IB and 17 and they died after their discharge
from their prisons. They were all born of indentured parents.
They did not receive the liberal education that many of us have.
They had only a hazy notion of the story of the Ramqyana and the
Mahabharata, There were in South Africa no religious teachers to
1 She died after release; vide "Speech on Satyagraha Movement, Trichino*
poly/1 25*3-1919*